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The Old Testament Section

I.
Introduction

There are FOUR basic divisons of the Old Testament section of the Bible:

1.
The Law - What is Right and Wrong

2.
Historical Books - Books About the Past

3.
Poetic Books - Books for the Heart

4.
The Prophets - Books about the Future

II.
Summary:

III.
Time-Span: 

The Law

God’s Laws of Right and Wrong

I.
Author: Moses

II.
There are Five Books in The Law:

1. Genesis - Describes the beginning of everything

2. Exodus - 

3. Leviticus - 

4. Numbers - 

5. Deuteronomy - 

III.
Summary of the Law:

The Book of Genesis

The Book of Exodus

The Book of Leviticus

Next Week - the Book of Numbers
The Book of Numbers

I.
Review

A.
Genesis - Beginnings

B.
Exodus - The Exit from Egypt

C.
Leviticus - Rules for Worshipping God

D.
Numbers - “Taking a Count”

II.
The Gospel According to Numbers

A.
The giving of Manna - bread from heaven everyday - Jesus is bread of life

B.
Water from a Rock twice - Jesus is the living water

C.
Lots of complaining by the Israelites

D.
The Twelve Spies

E.
Moses counts all the people

1.
First when they just start out on their journey to the Promised land - totaling over a million and a half

2.
Then at the end of the journey, 40 years later, after over a million and a half of them die

F.
During those 40 years, the people were very very sad - Numbers is a sad book

Next Week - the Book of Deuteronomy
The Book of Deuteronomy

I.
Review

A.
Genesis - Beginnings

B.
Exodus - The Exit from Egypt

C.
Leviticus - Rules for Worshipping God

D.
Numbers - “Taking a Count”

II.
The Gospel According to Deuteronomy - Repetition of the Law

A.
We learn by repetition - So God repeats the explanation of the Ten Commandments that He first gave in Exodus

B.
The book emphasises two things:

1.
Obedience = blessings, good things from God

2.
Disobedience = trouble from the Lord (chastening)

C.
Jesus loved this book - quoted from it when being tempted by Satan

D.
The book reminds Israel, and all Christians of:

1.
Past Slavery (to Egyptians, and Sin)

2.
God’s judgment on our enemies (Egypt with the plagues, Pharaoh at the Red Sea, Sin at the cross)

3.
God’s special care (feeding the Jews daily with manna and quail, taking daily care of us)

4.
The giving of the Law at Mt Sinai (and the giving of the entire Bible miraculously)

5.
That the battle for sin was won by the Passover Lamb, but the battle for maturity is won by us in the Promised Land

Next Week - the Book of Joshua
The Historical Books

God’s Books About the Past

I.
Authors: Joshua, Samuel, Exra

II.
Eleven Books:

Joshua

Judges

Ruth

1 and 2 Samuel

1 and 2 Kings

1 and 2 Chronicles

Ezra and Nehemiah

III.
Summary of the Hisorical Books

The Book of Joshua

I.
Review

A.
Genesis - Beginnings

B.
Exodus - The Exit from Egypt

C.
Leviticus - Rules for Worshipping God

D.
Numbers - “Taking a Count”

E.
Deuteronomy - Repetition

II.
The Gospel According to Joshua - Conquering Sins and Temptations

A.
After Moses dies, God has Joshua become leader

1.
Joshua is the same name as Jesus

2.
They both mean “The Lord is Saviour!”

B.
It has been 40 years since all the Jews left Egypt - why did it take so long?

1.
Because of the complaining

2.
Because of the lack of faith and trust in God

C.
Joshua has to lead 600,000 soldiers against an entire nation full of people who hated God, and hated them - called the Hittites, Perizites, Havites, Caananites, Jebusites, etc. (Joshua 1:7-9)

D.
It takes 20 years to defeat all of those enemies

E.
Christian principles:

1.
Jesus is OUR leader

2.
Satan, Sin, and our Self are our big enemies - temptation

3.
We have to follow Jesus (the Bible) as we fight temptation

4.
It takes a long time defeat our enemies - be strong, and patient

5.
We must all determine to serve the Lord Jesus (Josh 24:15)

Next Week - the Book of Judges
The Book of Judges

I.
Review

A.
The Law:

1.
Genesis - Beginnings

2.
Exodus - The Exit from Egypt

3.
Leviticus - Rules for Worshipping God

4.
Numbers - “Taking a Count”

5.
Deuteronomy - Repetition

B.
History: Joshua - Conquering Sins and Temptation

II.
The Gospel According to Judges - The Price of Sin - What Sin Does

A.
In Joshua, God’s people, the Jews had lots of victories as they fought their enemies - they only lost once due to sin

B.
Now, after Joshua dies, the people start sinning, and forgetting that they need God, and need to obey God - think they can do what they want (Judges 21:25)

C.
So, God sends trouble into the people’s lives - enemies start conquering the Jews now, and taking over!

D.
Then, when the people remembered to ask God, He would raise up “judges” (rulers, not kings) to lead the people back to trust God

1.
Samson - mighty Samson who learned that sin will hurt him just as it does everybody - no matter how strong

2.
Gideon - learned faith in God is the victory

3.
Deborah - learned that she needed to encourage others to trust God for victory - pushed Barak to fight and win!

E.
Christian Principles

1.
Without good leaders we fall into sin - that’s why God gave us parents, and why parents needs to make Jesus their leader!

2.
When we do sin, be quick to repent and forsake the sin

3.
Realise that many of our problems are due to sin not being forsaken (Prov 28:13)

Next Week - the Book of Ruth

The Book of Ruth

A True Love Story

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History:

1.
Joshua - Conquering Sins and Temptation

2.
Judges - The Price of Sin and Temptation

II.
The Gospel According to Ruth - A Love Story
A.
There is still no king in Israel. Judges keep everybody under control

B.
A man name Elimelech, and Naomi run from God when things got tough - go into the land of Moab - not able to trust God in famine!

C.
They have two sons who marry two Moabite girls

1.
Ruth

2.
Orpah

D.
All three husbands die! The woman are left alone - trying to decide what to do.

1.
Naomi decides to go back to where she belongs - back to Israel, with the people that know God

2.
She sends Ruth and Orpah back to their people

3.
Orpah goes gladly, but Ruth wants to go with Naomi - wants to know her God

E.
They both go back to Israel - empty, sad, and alone

F.
But, Ruth meets Boaz - very wealthy man - he falls in love with her

G.
They get married - and she becomes the great great grandmother of king David! Boaz is a lot like Jesus!

III.
Christian Principles

A.
Elimelech needed to learn how to rest and trust God

B.
Elimelech’s decisions affect others

C.
When you go back to this Bible, you will find Christ

D.
When you get back to living like you should, you will find joy and satifaction - that is what Ruth means: “Satisfied”

Next Week - the Books of First and Second Samuel

The Books of First and Second Samuel

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History:

1.
Joshua - Conquering Sins and Temptation

2.
Judges - The Price of Sin and Temptation

3.
Ruth - A Love Story

II.
The Diary of Samuel of God’s Goodness

A.
Samuel was a miracle baby - his Mommy (Hannah) prayed to get a baby, and got Samuel, and then gave him back to the Lord

B.
Samuel grew up in church, helping the pastor, and loved God

C.
He became a prophet - someone who spoke God’s word to people

D.
God used him to anoint Israel’s first king - Saul (a failure)

1.
Saul did not like to obey God - disobeyed God three times

2.
When the giant Goliath attacked, Saul was scared

3.
But little David wasn’t afraid - he trusted in the Lord, and killed Goliath with just a sling and a prayer! He was a hero

E.
Samuel anoints David to become king - the greatest of all time

1.
Started off as a little shepherd boy - keeping his daddy’s sheep

2.
Became a great king - never lost a battle

F.
David helped everyone know more about God, and to worship Him

G.
King David wrote many of the Psalms. God had promised David that one of his sons in the future would be Jesus, so he writes a lot about Jesus in the Psalms!

H.
David did disobey God one time, and sinned with a woman named Bathsheba. It hurt God very much, and David was so sad afterward, but when he repented, God used David again!

III.
Christian Principles

A.
Samuel kept a diary of all that God did in his life - you can too!

B.
Learn to pray as Hannah did, and trust the Lord to do great things

C.
Obey God always

D.
Watch God do great things with you, like He did with David!

Next Week - the Books of First and Second Kings

The Books of First and Second Kings

The First Kings of Israel

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History:

1.
Joshua - Conquering Sins and Temptation

2.
Judges - The Price of Sin and Temptation

3.
Ruth - A Love Story

4.
First and Second Samuel - A Diary of God’s Goodness

II.
The First Kings of Israel

A.
David’s son Solomon became king next (Saul, David, Solomon).

B.
Solomon writes Proverbs, and a few other books - started off right, but went bad because he loved money and people more than God

1.
Built the Temple - up till then, God was worshipped in a tent

2.
Now had a splendid temple, built of God and silver

3.
But fell in love with the gold, silver, and many wives (700)!

C.
After Solomon, Israel went to war against each other and split up into two kingdoms - they never got back together

D.
The prophet Elijah shows up in 1 Kings - great man of God

1.
Stopped it from raining for 3 1/2 years

2.
Defeated 850 false prophets of Baal

E.
Elisha follows Elijah - asks for double portion of God’s power

F.
But most of the kings did not want God - Had some good kings:

1.
Hezekiah - surrounded by enemy - prayed and saw victory

2.
Josiah - 8 years old, and got everybody back to trusting God

G.
Ends with Israel being taken away captive by Nebuchadnezzar
III.
Christian Principles

A.
Stay in love just with Jesus - keep from loving money, and things

B.
Christian can end up fighting one another if not careful!

C.
God raises up men to bring people back to God - preachers!

D.
When people do not listen to God’s word, they will end up hostage to sin, Satan, and will wish they had obeyed God all along!

Next Week - the Books of First and Second Chronicles

The Books of First and Second Chronicles

The Need for Jesus to Be King

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History:

1.
Joshua - Conquering Sins and Temptation

2.
Judges - The Price of Sin and Temptation

3.
Ruth - A True Love Story

4.
First and Second Samuel - A Diary of God’s Goodness

5.
First and Second Kings - Saul, David, and Solomon

II.
The Need for Jesus to Be King

A.
After Solomon, king after king failed to be what God wanted them to be; like Jesus. Why? They were flawed, sinners, selfish, abusive.

B.
Time after time, God sent prophets to get both the kings and the people back right with God - only sometimes did it work out.

C.
1st and 2nd Chronicles actually goes all the way back to Adam and Eve, and comes through everybody’s life again, and shows us that through it all, NO ONE has been perfect, and been able to fix the problems of life (wars, murder, stealing, hurting, etc) - they just made it worse - no evolution.

D.
These two books are the last books in the Jewish Bible, and are very sad because it leaves them defeated and captive in Babylon.

E.
There were a few good kings - especially Josiah
1.
Became king at 8 years old

2.
Discovered the Bible that had been missing for years

3.
Started Sunday Schools all over the country so people could learn the Bible

4.
Got rid of all the false religions - all the bad TV shows, the bad rock music, bad language

5.
Cleaned up the Temple that had become a dump

6.
Loved to go to church and worship the Lord with everybody

F.
The last king Israel had was called Jeconiah (bad king) - when he died, he was not replaced until Jesus came almost 600 years later

G.
Now, our only King is to be Jesus Christ, the King of my heart!

Next Week, we look at the Book of Esther
The Book of Esther

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History of Israel:

1. Joshua - Conquering Sins and Temptation

2. Judges - The Price of Sin and Temptation

3. Ruth - A True Love Story

4. First and Second Samuel - A Diary of God’s Goodness

5. First and Second Kings: The First Kings: Saul, David, Solomon

6. First and Second Chronicles - The Need for Jesus to be King

II.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Next Week: The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah - a time to rebuild

The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah

Time to Rebuild

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History of Israel:

7. Joshua - Conquering Sins and Temptation

8. Judges - The Price of Sin and Temptation

9. Ruth - A True Love Story

10. First and Second Samuel - A Diary of God’s Goodness

11. First and Second Kings: The First Kings: Saul, David, Solomon

12. First and Second Chronicles - The Need for Jesus to be King

II.
Time to Rebuild (Ezra and Nehemiah)

A.
Israel was taken captive as prisoners to Babylon for 70 yrs - Why?

1.
Because sin enslaves - never makes you free (Cf John 8:32,36)

2.
Because God warned them that they will reap - law of sin

B.
Then, a Babylonian king named Cyrus said they all could back - but not many wanted to go - why? Because there was only rubble, rats, wild animals, and hard work there - no more cities, shops and families

C.
So God asked two men to lead Israel back home: Ezra, & Nehemiah

1.
Ezra - the High Priest - heads back to rebuild the Temple

a.
No good just going home - wanted to go back to worshipping God - not their own way, but the right way, according to Bible

b.
Took up money offerings, and all sacrificed the time to rebuild

c.
Took 21 years of hard work, and struggling by the volunteers

d.
All so that people would have a place to worship God in

2.
Nehemiah - also went back to rebuild the city of Jerusalem

a.
Knew that enemies, and wild animals would kill everybody if they were not protected by city walls

b.
Asked everybody to work together as a team to rebuild

c.
Everyone had a trowel in one hand, and a sword in the other - ready to fight and protect themselves as they worked

d.
Everyone was given a spot to build - organised

III.
Christian Principles

A.
When your life is in ruins, decide to rebuild it for the Lord with His help!

B.
There is no rebuilding without enemies, and without a lot of work!

C.
Follow godly leaders who follow the Bible, and love God supremely!

Next Week: The Book of Job - a sad book that ends in great joy!

A Look at the Kings of Israel and Judah

The First Kings

The Division

The Decay

The Destruction

The Promised King

The Heart Books

God’s Books About the Heart

I.
Authors:

II.
Five Books:

Job

Psalms

Proverbs

Ecclesiastes

Song of Solomon

III.
Summary of the Heart Books

The Book of Job

A Time of Testing

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History of Israel: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First and Second Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles

II.
A Time of Testing (Job) - Cries from a Troubled and Tested Heart

A.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Next Week: The Book of Psalms - Songs from and Open Heart

The Book of Psalms

Songs from the Heart

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History of Israel: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First and Second Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles

C.
Heart Books: Job - cries of a troubled and tested heart

II.
Songs from the Heart (Psalms) - The Open Heart

A.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Next Week: The Book of Proverbs - Wisdom for the Humble Heart

The Book of Proverbs

Wisdom for the Humble Heart

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History of Israel: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First and Second Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles

C.
Heart Books:

1.
Job - the cries of a troubled and tested heart

2.
Psalms - Songs from an Open Heart

II.
Wisdom for the Humble Heart (Proverbs)

A.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Next Week: The Book of Ecclesiastes - Lessons from an Empty Heart

The Book of Ecclesiastes

Lessons From an Empty Heart

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History of Israel: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First and Second Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles

C.
Heart Books:

1.
Job - the cries of a troubled and tested heart

2.
Psalms - Songs from an Open Heart

3.
Proverbs

II.
Lessons From an Empty Heart (Ecclesiastes)

A.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Next Week: The Song of Solomon - The Best Songs are Love Songs!

The Book of The Song of Solomon

Love Songs Are From the Heart

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History of Israel: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First and Second Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles

C.
Heart Books:

1.
Job - the cries of a troubled and tested heart

2.
Psalms - Songs from an Open Heart

3.
Proverbs

4.
Ecclesiastes

II.
Love Songs are From the Heart (Ecclesiastes)

A.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Next Week: The Book of Isaiah - The beginning of the Prophets

The Prophets

God’s Books About the Future

I.
Summary of the Prophetic Books

II.
Authors:

III.
Two Groups of Books:

A.
The Major Prophets

B.
The Minor Prophets

The Book of Isaiah

I.
Review

A.
The Law:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

B.
The History of Israel: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, First and Second Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles

C.
Heart Books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon

II.
 (Isaiah)

A.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Next Week: The Book of Jeremiah - The Weeping Prophet

The New Testament Section

I.
There are FOUR basic divisons of the New Testament section of the Bible:

The Gospels - The Good News About Jesus

Historical Book - Acts - Christianity in Action

Doctrinal Books - Christianity in Belief

The Revelation - The Second Coming of Jesus

II.
Summary

The Gospels

The Good News About Jesus the Lamb of God!

I.
Summary

II.
Author: 

III.
Four Books:

Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

The Gospel According toMatthew

I.
Review The Old Testament: the Law, History, Heart, and the Prophets
II.
The Gospel According to Matthew

A.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Next Week: The Gospel According to Mark - 

The History of Christianity

Christianity in Action

I.
Summary: 

II.
Author: Luke

III.
One Book: Acts

The Acts of the Apostles

I.
Review The Old Testament: the Law, History, Heart, and the Prophets
II.
The Acts of the Apostles

A.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Next Week: The Gospel According to Mark - The Weeping Prophet

The Doctrine of Christianity

Christianity in Action

Authors: Paul

Fourteen Books:

Romans

1 and 2 Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

1 and 2 Thessalonians

1 and 2 Timothy

Titus

Philemon

Hebrews

James

1 and 2 Peter

1, 2, and 3 John

Jude

Summary: 

The Book of Romans

I.
Review The Old Testament: the Law, History, Heart, and the Prophets
II.
The Letter to the Romans

A.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Next Week: 

1 and 2 Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians

1 and 2 Thessalonians

1 and 2 Timothy

Titus

Philemon

Hebrews

James

1 and 2 Peter

1, 2, and 3 John

Jude

The Second Coming of Jesus Christ

The Final Prophecies of the Future

Authors: the Apostle John

One Book: Revelation

Summary: 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ

I.
Review
A.
The Old Testament: the Law, History, Heart, and the Prophets

B.
New Testament:
II.
The Revelation of Jesus Christ

A.


III.
Christian Principles

A.


Summary and Conclusions

Sixty-Six Books; One Theme - the Lamb!
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